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LISTENING TO GOD’S HEART FROM THE HEART OF THE CITY
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear friends,

As First United Methodist Church faithfully follows God’s call toward life-changing mission and ministry, 
God continues to open new doors for us. And with your help, our church family will walk in faith through 
those doors. 

During the month of September, our church will hear about God’s generosity and our response as we 
experience an exciting stewardship program, first: putting GOD first in living and giving, developed by 
author and pastor Mike Slaughter of Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church. There will be 
opportunities in worship, in Sunday school, and in devotions that can be used at church or at home. You’ll 
be hearing about the program in worship, in the newsletter, through postal mail and on our website. 

Much of this month’s newsletter focuses on how we expend our time, talent, and resources.  There’s 
much that goes on in the life of this congregation, and much that goes on in our personal lives as well.  To 
whom will we offer our time, talent, and treasure?  One of the things First United Methodist Church 
strives to do is to help you place God first in all of these areas.  

To that end, a couple of small “helps” are included in this month’s newsletter.  One help is a budget 
worksheet, which allows you to look at your household’s finances, and plan accordingly for yourself in 
2017.  Also included is a chart to help you think about what it means to take steps toward tithing your 
first fruits to God.  Please study these two items, using them as prompts and tools during the month of 
the stewardship campaign. 

We move forward in faith, knowing that God will work in and through us, regardless of circumstances, as 
we serve the poor and make disciples locally and throughout the world.  Please note that our emphasis 
in September is on helping all of us plan for 2017.  In October, we’ll be asking you to take a longer-range 
look at capital needs of our congregation (above and beyond what you give to the general fund).  

May God strengthen your spirits and your giving as you seek to put God first in every aspect of your 
lives.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jay
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Budget Worksheet 

Item                     Actual %        Suggested %*      Plan for next 12 months 

Housing     _______  25–35%  ____________________ 

Transportation     _______  10–15%  ____________________ 

Charitable Gifts     _______  10–12%   ____________________ 

Food      _______        5–15%    ____________________ 

Saving      _______       5–10%    ____________________ 

Utilities      _______  5–10%    ____________________ 

Medical/Health     _______  5–10%   ____________________ 

Debt      _______        5–10%   ____________________ 

Clothing     _______  2–7%    ____________________ 

Miscellaneous     _______  12–23%  ____________________ 

*These percentages are adapted from Dave Ramsey’s The Total Money Makeover (Thomas Nelson, 2007). 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO PUT GOD FIRST 
Just One 

Did you know that we served 177 students at 
the August NOW Kids’ Shopping Days?  Our 
supplies are depleted, and we’re setting a goal 
of having 200 of each supply on hand for next 
year.  If you can, please bring just one bottle 
of shampoo and place it in the bin marked 
“Just One” outside the church office.  Thanks 
so much for expressing your love for God in 
this way!

Kids’ Shopping Day 
Isn’t it wonderful that we were able to share 
God’s love in tangible ways with our students 
last month?  As you read in the “Just One” 
article, our supplies have gotten low in a 
number of areas.  We aim to give each 
student two new/gently used tops and two 
new/gently used bottoms (shorts or pants) 
when they come through on the shopping 
days.  If you’re out and about doing some 
shopping and see any of the following on 
clearance or find it at a thrift store, please 
consider purchasing and donating for next 
year’s Kids’ Shopping Days:  

girls’ size 3-4 pants and shorts
girls’ size 6-7 jeans
girls’ size 16 jeans
women’s size medium pants
women’s size small shorts, jeans, and shirts
men’s size XL or XXL tops and bottoms
boys’ size 5-6 pants, shorts, and shirts
boys’ size 6-7 long-sleeved and short-sleeved 
shirts, shorts, and pants
boys’ size 7-8 pants and shorts
boys’ size 10-12 pants and shorts

Thanks for being willing to help!

2nd Wednesday Dinner 
Not all of us are able to be actively engaged 
in hands-on mission, but we can support 
those who do!  The youth will be hosting a 
lasagna fundraising dinner for next summer’s 
mission trip (location TBA) on Wednesday, 
September 14, at 5:30 pm.  Dinner includes 
meat or cheese lasagna, salad, garlic bread, and 
dessert, and the suggested donation is $8for 
adults and $3 for children.  Please sign up at 
the welcome center and encourage others to 
support the youth, as they are extensions of 
you, serving God in the world.

First Devotional  
All of our Sunday School classes are focusing 
on first as a study during the month of 
September.  Whether you are in preschool or 
a seasoned adult, everyone will be learning 
about ways to put God first in every aspect 
of your life.  In addition to the Sunday school 
classes, we have a limited number of daily 
devotional books available.  If you wish to 
have a devotional, they are available at the 
welcome center.  A donation of $5 will help 
to defray expenses.

Spiritual Gifts 
One of the best ways you can put God first is 
by knowing and using your spiritual gifts.  The 
Lay Leadership committee is inviting anyone 
who has not yet been a part of the spiritual 
gifts seminar to come on Wednesday, 
September 14th.  The committee will buy 
your dinner (2nd Wednesday Dinner), and 
we’ll meet in the parlor from 5:30-8:00 pm.  
Childcare will be available.  Simply sign up at 
the welcome center anytime prior to 
September 7th (please sign up for the 
seminar, as well as the 2nd Wednesday 
Dinner), and we will make sure to have 
materials available for you.
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THANK YOU!!!
A big thank you to everyone who 
volunteered and supported Praise Fest 
2016! Despite being fooled by the 
weather, we feel this year was very 
successful. Who would have thought 
that 5 hours of music, bounce houses, a 
truck load of baked goods, and enough 
food for a small army would come 
together, but we managed to pull it off 
by working together (and with some 
help from The Man upstairs). After all, it 
was His party. But we are blessed with a 
facility that we now know can handle 
the flurry of activity that Praise Fest 
brings. And hopefully each year, we’ll get 
more and more involvement from our 
brother and sister churches, many of 
which had several of their members in 
attendance. But we also opened our 
doors to some who don’t have a church 
they call home, and maybe some where 
that was their first experience with God. 
We may never know what spark may 
have been lit inside someone, but 
perhaps in sharing with others, we might 
fuel the flame inside ourselves. So once 
again, thanks to everyone who helped, 
and a thank you to the staff who also 
played a big part in making Praise Fest 
happen. We can rest, recover, and soon, 
start thinking about Praise Fest 2017!
 
 
Sincerely,
The Praise Fest Team

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

9/1 Allison Lowry
9/4 Madison Utterback
9/7 Marilyn Musgrave, Charles Young, 

Mark DeDoming
9/9 Jack Davis
9/10 Samantha Davis
9/11 Shirley Stephens
9/12 John Poland
9/17 Jerry Conner, Marge Pfeiffer
9/18 Ken Truitt
9/20 Gina Colliflower
9/21 Matt Parker
9/27 Judith Adams, Gloria Devonshire
9/28 Lance Seaney
9/29 Krosby Goebel

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

9/1 Max & Debbie Tedford
9/4 Brent & Joyce Owen
9/7 Ron & Becky Veenstra
9/10 Larry & Phoung Quick
9/11 Diane & Darold Crampton
9/12 Tyler & Kristy Veenstra
9/20 Greta & Allen Lowry
9/23 Keith & Kirtina Carter
9/25 Lawrence & Gina Colliflower
9/30 Tim & Betty Thompson

PRAYER CONCERNS
Peg, John, Jeremy, and Greg Markello; Ken Martin; Carol 
Wolf; Lois McConnell; Carl and Helen Blanton;Judy Wilson 
Wall; Marilyn Musgrave; Sherell Oxford;Michael Brady; 
Elaine Siler ; Nancy Young; Amy DeDoming; Susan Rodgers 
and family; Gary Albin; Donna Reed; Mike Richards; Betty 
Burgess; Charley Clark; Neema Mutayoba; Elmer & Beverly 
Harness; Michelle Hall; Patty Steele; Darrell Barry; Rick 
Morris; Mike Richards; Joseph Hartke; Marty Attaway; 
Cathy Thomas; The women in the Crawford County Jail; 
Judson Richardson; John McKeighan; Jackson Barry; Pat 
Bernhardt & family; Brian Highsmith; Jerry Adkins; Jewell 
Arthur; Richard Youngs; Victoria McDonald; Lou Bonnell’s 
great grandson; Kay Albin



SEPTEMBER 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
4:30 pm 
NOW bagging
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry
7:00 pm
Handbell 
rehearsal

2 3

4
8 & 11 am 
Chancel Choir 
rehearsal
9:00 am  
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School

5
LABOR DAY - 
OFFICE 
CLOSED

6
6:00 pm 
Disciple III

7
6:30 am 
Youth Breakfast 
3:30 pm 
Kids’ Club
6:00 pm 
Finance Meeting

8
9:30 am 
Disciple III
4:30 pm 
NOW bagging
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting
7:00 pm 
Handbell 
rehearsal

9 10

11
8:15 am 
Handbell 
rehearsal
9:00 am  
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School
11:00 am 
Chancel Choir 
rehearsal
2:30 pm 
Worship service at 
Heritage Health

12
9:30 am 
Library 
Reorganization

13
4:00 pm 
Youth Prepare 
Food
6:00 pm 
Disciple III

14
6:30 am 
Youth Breakfast 
3:30 pm 
Kids’ Club 
4:30 pm 
NOW bagging
5:30 pm  
2nd Wednesday 
Dinner 
5:30 pm  
Spiritual Gifts 
Workshop

15
9:30 am 
Disciple III
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
SPRC Meeting 
7:00 pm 
Handbell 
rehearsal
7:15 pm
Education 
Meeting

16 17

18
8 & 11 am 
Chancel Choir 
rehearsal
9:00 am  
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School

19
9:30 am 
Library 
Reorganization

20
6:00 pm 
Disciple III
6:00 pm
Outreach 
Committee 
Meeting 

21
6:30 am 
Youth Breakfast 
3:30 pm 
Kids’ Club 
6:00 pm 
Lay Leadership 
Meeting

22
9:30 am 
Disciple III
4:30 pm 
NOW bagging
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry
7:00 pm 
Handbell 
rehearsal

23 24

25
8 & 11 am 
Chancel Choir 
rehearsal
9:00 am  
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School

26
9:30 am 
Library 
Reorganization

27
6:00 pm 
Disciple III

28
6:30 am 
Youth Breakfast 
3:30 pm 
Kids’ Club 
5:30 pm 
Trustees 
Meeting

29
9:30 am 
Disciple III
4:30 pm 
NOW bagging
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry
7:00 pm 
Handbell 
rehearsal

30
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