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From The Pastor’s Desk 
Think about your mailbox.  Mine’s sitting on the table by the front 
stoop, waiting to be rehung (the parsonage was resided this past 
month).  Every day, one of the things I enjoy is getting the mail.  It’s 
usually full of advertisements; there are often bills; and there’s 
sometimes an occasional letter or card.

Looking back over the past few weeks, I’ve noticed that I’ve received 
several invitations in the mail.  Two were for weddings of a family 
member and a former church member.  There were also several 
graduation invitations.  I don’t know about you, but there’s something 
heartwarming about receiving an invitation.  It means something to 
know that people want to include you in the special moments of their 
lives.  

In case you haven’t figured it out, we have a lot of really special things 
that are happening in the life of our congregation right now.  When 
you turn the pages of this newsletter, you’ll find some wonderful 
events that are happening in July and August that you can invite 
someone to attend.  Whether it’s a movie viewing, a dinner, or Praise 
Fest, there are multiple opportunities to invite someone to an event 
at the church that’s outside the normal “church” event.

One of the things we need to continue doing as a congregation is to 
invite people.  We need to invite them to share in a meal with us.  We 
need to invite them to times of fellowship.  We need to invite them to 
worship with us.  We need to invite them into a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  We need to invite….and that’s not always easy, especially 
when it comes to matters of faith.  However, as you warm yourself up 
to the idea of inviting someone to worship, or to Sunday School, or to 
Bible study, take a first step and invite them to some of these simple 
events for food, fellowship, and fun.  You’ll find that the invitation gets 
easier to offer over time! 

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jay
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2nd Wednesday Dinner Invitation 
Our jail ministry invites you to attend the 2nd 

Wednesday Dinner on July 13 at 5:30 pm.  
Each week, a couple of women from First 

UMC go to the Crawford County Jail to lead 
Bible study and worship.  The group of women 
they minister to changes each week as women 
are released or transferred from the jail.  The 
ministry provides each woman with a Bible, 

devotionals, and other spiritual support.  

Of course, there is a cost to offering these 
materials, some of which is covered by the 

budget, but often goes far beyond it.  Our jail 
ministry plans to offer breakfast for dinner at a 

cost of $8 for adults, and $3 for children.  
Please sign up at the welcome center July 3 
and 10 before or after worship, and support 

this great ministry.  And since we all know that 
people enjoy breakfast for dinner, why not 

invite someone to join you?

Free Movies, Anyone?  
Why yes, that does say free!  Each Sunday 

during the month of August, we are celebrating 
Summer at the Movies!  What does that mean?  
Well, for starters, Pastor Jay will be using movie 

clips from family-friendly movies during his 
sermons for those two months – so it’s a great 

time to invite someone to worship.

Even more, though, each Sunday night in July 
and August, beginning at 6:30 pm, we’ll be 
showing the full feature film used in that 

morning’s worship service.  We’ll have free 
movie theater popcorn and beverages.  Movies 

will be shown in Asbury Hall or on the lawn 
southwest of the church.  Some weeks, we’ll 
offer a family-friendly movie discussion guide 

that you can take home; on other weeks, we’ll 
have a short discussion following the movie; 

and on other weeks, we’ll just enjoy the 
feature film.

What can you do?  Bring a blanket or lawn 
chair if we’re watching the movie outside 

(weather permitting).  Bring a friend, or two, or 
three.  It’s an easy way to invite someone to 

come to a really fun event!

PraiseFest 2016 
PraiseFest is a fun filled time for fellowship at 
Robinson FUMC.  The 2016 PraiseFest will be 

held Aug 20th from 4-9pm in front of 
Robinson First United Methodist Church. 

There will be carnival games and a bounce 
houses for kids of all ages. There will be 

hamburgers and hotdogs grilled on site during 
the event. A door prize sign up as well as 
church tours will be available for those in 
attendance who have interest in the new 

sanctuary and facility. We will have the chapel 
open for prayers and for anyone who is 

seeking spiritual assistance.  We have a musical 
lineup that includes local talent including and 
praise bands from around the area. We also 
have “My Anchor Hold” headlining the event. 
The EIU Praise Band will be closing out the 

night. As the night goes on the musical 
selections and activities will become more 

focused on young adults, and as the sun sets, a 
glow party will finish out the night to the 

contemporary sound of the EIU Praise Band. 
Our hope it to attract families and young 

adults from not only FUMC but from all of 
Crawford County and the surrounding areas 
to make a Christian block party like Robinson 

has never seen before. So please help us 
spread the word!

You Are Invited!
There are some wonderful events coming up in the  

next two months that you can invite someone to attend! 
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JUST ONE 

Our “Just One” item for July is markers.  
Please pick a package of 8 wide-tip markers, 
and place them in the bin outside the 
church office.  Thanks!

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
7/1 Jeanette Berty
7/2 John Markello
7/3 Katie Decker, Dave Freeland,

Jeremy Markello, Sheri McGahey
7/6 Jerry Devonshire
7/7 Jessica Diel
7/11 Tricia Anderson
7/13  Karen Gordy
7/14 Izabella Hays
7/19 Lea Ann Alberda, Cody Dart
7/20 Barbara Ross
7/21 Lou Bonnell
7/23 Tyler Tedford
7/24 Jon Roales, Annika List
7/25 Cash Veteto
7/27 William Damron, Linda Null
7/28 Caroline Vermilya
7/29 Chris Freeland, Candace Markello, 

Audra Bell
7/31 Jay Anderson

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
7/4 Jack & Nina Davis
7/6 Jay & Alice Holtzhouser
7/7 Gary & Janelle Oxford
7/17 David & Sheri McGahey
7/19 Tony & Michelle Graham
7/21 Rich & Leavone Johnson
7/27 Jerry & Gloria Devonshire

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Peg, John, Jeremy, and Greg Markello; Ken 
Martin; Carol Wolf; Lois McConnell; Carl and 
Helen Blanton; Judy Wilson Wall; Marilyn 
Musgrave; Sherell Oxford; Michael Brady; 
Elaine Siler ; Nancy Young; Amy DeDoming; 
Susan Rodgers and family; Gary Albin; 
Donna Reed; Mike Richards; Betty Burgess; 
Charley Clark; Neema Mutayoba; Scott 
Campbell; Elmer & Beverly Harness; Michelle 
Hall; Patty Steele; Konnor McMahon and 
family; Our Boy scout troop 901

BOY SCOUT TROOP 
901 NEWS 

May 20-22: 
21 members of the troop and 8 guests 
participated in the Spring Rendezvous, 
which demonstrated knot tying, rifle 
shooting, and plant identification.
 
May 28: 
4 scouts and 3 leaders went to the 
Vincennes Rendezvous, and participated in 
hay riding, the juggling show, and watching a 
reenactment of a battle.
 
Respectfully Submitted by
Jerry Chanzu, Troop 901 Scribe
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JULY 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3
9:00 am  
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School
6:30 pm 
Movie Series

4
OFFICE 
CLOSED

5
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks

6
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks

7
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks 
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry

8 9

10
9:00 am  
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School
2:30 pm 
Worship service at 
Heritage Health
6:30 pm
Movie Series

11
9:30 am 
Library 
Reorganization 
Group 

12
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks

13
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks
5:30 pm  
Second 
Wednesday 
Dinner

14
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry

15 16

17
9:00 am  
Worship Service
10:15 am 
Sunday School
3:00 pm
Youth Mission Trip 
Shareholders 
Meeting
6:30 pm 
Movie Series

18
9:30 am 
Library 
Reorganization 
Group

19
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks

20
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks
6:00 pm 
Lay Leadership 
Meeting

21
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry
7:15 pm
Education 
Committee 
Meeiting

22 23

24
9:00 am  
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School 
6:30 pm
Movie Series

25
9:30 am 
Library 
Reorganization 
Group

26
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks

27
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks
5:30 pm
Trustees 
Meeting

28
10:30 am 
Lunch packing
10:45am 
NOW Lunch in 
at parks 
6:00 pm  
Jail Ministry

29 30

31
9:00 am  
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School 
6:30 pm
Movie Series
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