
 

The Herald
L i s t e n i n g  t o  G o d ’ s  H e a r t  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y .

R O B I N S O N  F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  •  A P R I L  2 0 2 0

WORSHIP 
This month, we are thinking about exercising our 

Spiritual Muscle of worship. Look inside for prayers, 
devotions, Bible studies, and other ways to practice! 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
My brothers and sisters, 
 
How interesting the month of March was!  We have, over the years, had a few times where we have 

encouraged people to stay home from worship because of the weather.  Never, to my recollection, have 

we had to not hold public worship.  I think all of us are realizing the importance of us gathering together 

each week for worship.  I hope you’re taking advantage of the ways we are doing that now, since we’ll 

continue to worship remotely for at least April 5 (Palm Sunday).  If the stay-at-home order isn’t lifted, 

we’ll continue to provide a livestream for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, and continue to 

provide online and radio broadcasts for Easter and beyond (until the order has been lifted).   

This month, we’re thinking about worship as our spiritual muscle.  It obviously needs exercise, and you do 

that by regularly participating in public worship.  How do we define “regular”?  For some of us, that means 

weekly attendance; for others, once a month is regular; others come to worship every chance they can 

(morning and evening, and probably would come every day if they could!).  I want to suggest to us that 

gathering for public worship should be our first priority on Sunday, as long as we are healthy.  I’m sure 

that rubs some of us the wrong way, especially when we think about family gatherings or sports 

practices/games, but I think it’s important for us to acknowledge that when we place other things 

before the worship of God, we are committing idolatry.     

So, gather for worship the next time we’re able.  Until then, make sure that you’re joining us by livestream 

(www.robinsonfumc.org/livestream) or on WTYE 101.7 FM!  Please use the links to songs, Scripture 

readings, bulletins, and children’s bulletins to help you.  During these times, I’m sure you’re beginning to 

realize the things that are most important to you, and I hope that public worship is one of them. 

Of course, John Wesley reminded us that worship is an act of piety.  Acts of piety should occur in groups 

(as we do with public worship), but they should also happen on our own.  For individual worship, that 

means that we engage regularly (think daily) in prayer, Bible study, and devotion.  As you read through the 

pages of the Herald this month, there will be ways offered that you can practice worship on your own, 

including links to opportunities to resources you can use online. 

I am joining you in prayer in these days and weeks; join me in trusting that each of us is held in the palm 

of God’s hand - and thank God for your provision.   

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Jay



 Daily Devotions 

Are you interested in utilizing daily devotions as a way to exercise your spiritual muscle 

of worship?  Here are some links to online daily devotions.  You can sign up to have 

them delivered to your e-mail: 

• https://ourdailybread.org/videos/ 

• https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 

• https://upperroombooks.com/neweverymorning/ 

• https://www.upperroom.org/sight_psalms 

• https://freedailydevotionals.com/blog/ 

• https://utmost.org 

• For students:  https://devozine.upperroom.org/?path=URResource 

• For students:  https://studentdevos.com 

• For children:  https://pockets.upperroom.org/?path=URResource 

• For children:  https://ministry-to-children.com/devotions-for-kids/ 
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https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
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https://www.upperroom.org/sight_psalms
https://freedailydevotionals.com/blog/
https://utmost.org
https://devozine.upperroom.org/?path=URResource
https://studentdevos.com
https://pockets.upperroom.org/?path=URResource
https://ministry-to-children.com/devotions-for-kids/
https://ourdailybread.org/videos/
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
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https://utmost.org
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https://pockets.upperroom.org/?path=URResource
https://ministry-to-children.com/devotions-for-kids/


 

Daily Study 

During this time, we’re transitioning all of our Sunday 

school classes and Bible study groups online, using Zoom 

(you can use your computer/tablet/smartphone or call in by 

telephone).  If you are interested, groups will be meeting on 

the following days and times: 

• “Jesus” Lenten study - Sundays, 8:00 am 

• “Messy People” Lenten study - Sundays, 10:30 am 

• “Passion Play” Lenten study - Sundays, 11:30 am 

• Christian Believer - Tuesdays, 6:00 pm or Thursdays, 

9:30 am 

• High School Bible study - Wednesdays, 10:00 am 

• Middle School Bible study - Wednesdays, 6:00 pm 

• Kids’ Club Bible study - Wednesdays, 4:00 pm 

Lenten studies will continue through the end of April (as 

we catch up), and regular Sunday school classes for adults 

will resume in May.  Christian Believer will conclude at the 

end of April.  Other groups will continue meeting online until 

the stay-at-home order is lifted.   

If you’re not receiving invitations to these online groups, 

please e-mail robinsonfumcpastor@gmail.com, and you’ll 

be added to the list!



Even amidst the darkest times, God provides and sings hope through His creation and 

through the gifts and talents of His children. The following poem written by an Irish 

Priest went viral online last week during these unprecedented times dealing with the 

coronavirus. Friends, God is always with us and will never leave us! Let us each worship 

Him with our words, our actions, and our service. And when the day seems dark, let us 

reflect the light and hope of Jesus Christ to our brothers and sisters and to a world 

who desperately needs to hear hope through the love, grace, and healing that only our 

Lord can provide! 

Lockdown 

By Brother Richard Hendrick

Yes there is fear.  

Yes there is isolation. 

Yes there is panic buying. 

Yes there is sickness. 

Yes there is even death. 

But, 

They say that in Wuhan after so many years of 

noise 

You can hear the birds again. 

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 

The sky is no longer thick with fumes 

But blue and grey and clear. 

They say that in the streets of Assisi 

People are singing to each other 

across the empty squares, 

keeping their windows open 

so that those who are alone 

may hear the sounds of family around them. 

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 

Is offering free meals and delivery to the 

housebound. 

Today a young woman I know 

is busy spreading fliers with her number 

through the neighbourhood 

So that the elders may have someone to call 

on. 

Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and 

Temples 

are preparing to welcome 

and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary 

All over the world people are slowing down and 

reflecting 

All over the world people are looking at their 

neighbours in a new way 

All over the world people are waking up to a 

new reality 

To how big we really are. 

To how little control we really have. 

To what really matters. 

To Love. 

So we pray and we remember that 

Yes there is fear. 

But there does not have to be hate. 

Yes there is isolation. 

But there does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes there is panic buying. 

But there does not have to be meanness. 

Yes there is sickness. 

But there does not have to be disease of the 

soul 

Yes there is even death. 

But there can always be a rebirth of love. 

Wake to the choices you make as to how to 

live now. 

Today, breathe. 

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 

The birds are singing again 

The sky is clearing, 

Spring is coming, 

And we are always encompassed by Love. 

Open the windows of your soul 

And though you may not be able 

to touch across the empty square, 

Sing. 

March 13th 2020 



Daily Prayer 

You can always worship through daily prayer time!  Every week, 

the church bulletin has a list of prayer concerns and service 

people who need prayer (there is also one included in this 

newsletter, as there is each month).  Please make sure that 

you take a look at those prayer concerns (if you find that 

someone no longer needs to be listed, please let the church 

office know) and pray for those persons every day - or divide 

the list up, so that over the course of the week, you’ve prayed 

for everyone.   

If you’re interested in joining the prayer chain, please contact 

the church office.   

Don’t know how to pray?  Focus on using the following model 

of prayer (and for those of you with children, teach it to them):  

ACTS   

• A = Adoration:  Use this time to praise God for who God is 

and what God does. 

• C = Confession:  Share with God the things that you have 

done to harm God or others. 

• T = Thanksgiving:  Give God thanks for the ways God is 

working in your life and in the world. 

• S = Supplication: Pray for yourself and others.



Prayers to Pray 

The following are guided prayers to help each of us engage in a healthy prayer and worship 

life.  Use them for yourselves, and teach them to your students and children.: 

Table Graces 

Bless us, God, and these gifts that we are about to receive from your bounty, through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

God, thank you for this day, for the food we eat, and for all the ways we have grown.  Amen. 

God, we praise you for giving us our daily bread today.  You always provide for us, and we are 

grateful; through Christ we pray, amen. 

Prayers for Healing 

I pray today for ________ (insert names); I trust in your healing power to work in their lives, and I 

place them in your hands.  Amen. 

God, please be with _________ (insert names); I know you are the Great Physician, and that you 

are already bringing healing to them today.  Help me to trust that you will bring the balm that 

makes them whole.  In the strong name of Jesus, amen. 

Prayers of Hope 

God, I want to be calm and non-anxious during this time.  Many times in my life, I have seen 

that you fulfill your promises.  Help me to be still and know you are God.  Amen. 

Gracious God, I am very grateful that your word is very near to me.  Let it guide me every day.  

Help me to trust what it says; make it real for my life.  I will stand on your word and your 

promise in the strong name of Christ our Lord, amen. 



NOW Summer Lunches 

Please use this link if you would like to sign 

up for any of our summer lunches, every 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at 10:30 

-11:30 am during the summer! They start 

Tuesday, June 2nd!   

https://signup.com/go/CEuuxyF  

April Birthdays 

4/4   Doug Finkbiner 

4/13  Valerie Wright 

4/15  George Hays 

4/17  Janet Miller 

4/19  Alisa Lowry 

4/22  Lucas Bell, Connie Calvert 

4/23  Melinda Harmon 

4/24  Hayden Treadway 

4/26  Amy McGahey, Becky Veenstra 

4/27  Dennis Inboden 

4/30  Elizabeth Nolan 

April Anniversaries 

4/4   Steve & Rita Diel 

4/9   Ken & Nancy Mattsey 

4/29 Floyd & Sabra Adams 

Prayer Requests  

John, Jeremy, and Greg Markello; Carol Wolf; 

Carl and Helen Blanton; Michael Brady; Patty 

Steele; Cathy Thomas; Judson Richardson; 

Julie Zhang; Bill Thompson; Michael Keene; 

John Larrabee; Nicole Young; Evan Prahl; 

Margie Moore McNamara; Richard Youngs; 

Kay Young; Nancy & Charlie Young; Fred 

White; Vonnetta Shipman; Becky Goodwin; 

Caius Bell; Ray & Nelda Dotson; Kim Collins; 

Claudette Mejean; Ava Seaney; Demmie 

Long; Jaycie Hoagland; Emma Bodine; 

Charles Hough; Charley Clark; Sheltyn 

James Henry; Susan Rodgers; Norris Adams; 

Rick Pritchard; Laurie Vaughn; Bill Jones; Kay 

Bonnell; Wally Leggit; Joe Schmidlin; Cathy 

Frakes, Maxine Rodgers; Judy Eckert; 

Bernice Kibler; Lisa Schaefer; Shirley 

Wakefield; Matthew Williams; Debbie 

Summerfield; Kasey Harbin; Bob Callier; Larry 

Potts; Eloise Jewell Hoagland; Rick 

Richardson; Patricia Hodgson; Pamela Hart; 

Sue Goebel; June Watson; Maria Reis; Paul 

Davis; Myrtle Garrard; Tonja Bradford; Kathy 

Kennedy; Roger Pethel; Jesse Newbold; 

Laurette Roales; Jim Ellis; Scott Zane

https://signup.com/go/CEuuxyF
https://signup.com/go/CEuuxyF
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 
9:30 am 
- Christian Believer 

(Online) 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Weekend 

Bagging

3 4 
9:00 am 
- Stephen Ministry 

Retreat 

5 
8:00 am 
- Jesus Lenten Study 

(Online) 
9:00 am  
- Worship 
10:30 am 
- Messy People Study 

(Online) 
11:30 am 
- Passion Play Study 

(Online) 

6 
6:00 pm  
- Parenting Small 

Group 
7:00 pm 
- Worship Committee 

Meeting  

7 
6:00 pm 
- Finance Committee 
Meeting 

8 
6:30 am 
- Refresh Breakfast & 

Bible Study (face to 
face)  

10:00 am 
- High School Refresh 

(online) 
3:00 pm 
- Kids’ Club (face to 

face) 
4:00 pm 
- Kids’ Club (online) 
- Now Weekend 

Bagging 
6:00 pm 
- Middle School 

Refresh (online) 
6:30 pm 
- Lay Leadership 

Meeting  

9 
7:00 pm 
- Maundy Thursday 

Service  

10 
Office Closed  
7:00 pm  
- Good Friday Service 

at Highland Avenue 
Baptist  

12 
Easter Sunday 
9:00 am  
- Worship 

13 
6:00 pm  
- Parenting Small 

Group 

14 
6:00 pm 
- Christian Believer  

15 
6:30 am 
- Refresh Breakfast & 

Bible Study (face to 
face)  

10:00 am 
- High School Refresh 

(online) 
3:00 pm 
- Kids’ Club (face to 

face) 
4:00 pm 
- Kids’ Club (online) 
6:00 pm 
- Middle School 

Refresh (online)

16 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Weekend 

Bagging 
6:00 pm  
- Jail Ministry 
- Church Council 

Meeting 

17 18

19 
8:00 am 
- Jesus Lenten Study 

(Online)  
9:00 am  
- Worship 
10:15 am 
- Sunday School (face 

to face) 
10:30 am 
- Messy People Study 
(Online) 
11:30 am 
- Passion Play Study 
(Online) 

20 
6:00 pm  
- Parenting Small 

Group 

21 
6:00 pm 
- Christian Believer  

22 
6:30 am 
- Refresh Breakfast & 

Bible Study (face to 
face)  

10:00 am 
- High School Refresh 

(online) 
3:00 pm 
- Kids’ Club (face to 

face) 
4:00 pm 
- Kids’ Club (online) 
6:00 pm 
- Middle School 

Refresh (online)

23 
9:30 am 
- Christian Believer 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Weekend 

Bagging 
6:00 pm  
- Jail Ministry

24 25 

26 
8:00 am 
- Jesus Lenten Study 

(Online)  
9:00 am  
- Worship 
10:15 am 
- Sunday School (face 

to face) 
10:30 am 
- Messy People Study 
(Online) 
11:30 am 
- Passion Play Study 
(Online) 

27 
6:00 pm  
- Parenting Small 

Group

28 
6:00 pm 
- Christian Believer  

29 
6:30 am 
- Refresh Breakfast & 

Bible Study (face to 
face)  

10:00 am 
- High School Refresh 

(online) 
3:00 pm 
- Kids’ Club (face to 

face) 
4:00 pm 
- Kids’ Club (online) 
6:00 pm 
- Middle School 

Refresh (online)

30 
9:30 am 
- Christian Believer 
4:00 pm 
- NOW Weekend 

Bagging 
6:00 pm  
- Jail Ministry
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