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LISTENING TO GOD’S HEART FROM THE HEART OF THE CITY

Fulfilling God’s Promise

This month, we are starting an all-church 
study on stewardship.  Look inside for ways to 

learn about wholistic stewardship!



C.S. Lewis said, “There are two kinds of people:  those who say to God, ‘Thy will be 
done,’ and those to whom God says, ‘All right, then, have it your way.’” As people who 
follow in the ways in ways of God, it is our desire to be in the first category.  Stewardship 
expresses our faith so that we manage our lives and resources so that God’s purposes 
can be carried out.  We are called to be wise managers, and to see that everything we 
have is a gift from God.   

People see how we view stewardship in our deeds and actions.  For Christians, 
stewardship is a lifestyle and a practice.  God expects us to show devotion in 
stewardship in the following ways: 

❖ Developing a lifestyle of giving:  We give because we are saved by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ.  Giving is a response to what God has done for us in Jesus - and 
so it should be done generously and cheerfully. 

❖ Developing a lifestyle of serving:  Jesus showed us how to serve, and told his 
disciples that as he had loved them, they should also love one another.  We find 
ourselves blessed when we serve, and when we are served, but we need a balance of 
both. 

❖ Developing a lifestyle of witnessing:  We are not just to be Christ’s hands and feet, but 
we are to be his mouthpiece.  We witness because we want to give God glory, and for 
others to know how God is at work. 

❖ Developing a lifestyle of walking humbly with God:  Part of following Jesus is 
demonstrating full obedience to God’s purpose for us.   

During the month of September, we’ll be exploring these themes during worship, as well 
as during Sunday School classes.  I hope that you’ll make an effort to be in worship, to 
attend a Sunday school class, to read the daily devotionals (available in printed and e-
mail form), to pray with an open and willing heart.  Read the pages of this newsletter and 
notice how others are putting these aspects of a lifestyle of stewardship into practice.   

I’m looking forward to being with you in worship! 

F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R ’ S  D E S K

PASTOR JAY



 STEWARDSHIP 
By Susan Inboden 

When I think about stewardship and what it means to me, the words of the hymn 
"Take My Life and Let It Be", written in 1874 by Frances Haveral, come to my mind.  

Take my life & let it be 
Consecrated, Lord to Thee. 

Take my moments & my days, 
Let them flow in endless praise. 

Take my hands & let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet & let them be 
Swift & beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice & let me sing, 
Always, only for my King. 

Take my lips & let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my silver & my gold 
Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect & use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will & make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself & I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee.

I encourage you to take some time during September to look at everything you 
have and when you do, ask yourself---Am I living as someone who knows he is not 
the owner?   Do I use my time and resources to build God's kingdom and to help 
those in need?   Remember the words of Jesus from Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things will be added 
unto you."  Pray and ask Jesus to help you be a faithful steward. 



 BEING A STEWARD FOR CHRIST 
By Jennifer Emken 

 I grew up going to church, and as part of that I heard many lessons about 
giving and generosity. However, it wasn’t until I was married and had a job of my 
own that I really started to think about what it meant to be generous. Even more 
recently than that, after joining the finance committee, I began to really learn about 
stewardship. And let me tell you, I have learned more in the past couple of years 
than I ever learned growing up!  
 The concept that stuck with me the most was that stewardship goes beyond 
traditional monetary giving: it is about becoming a better disciple of Jesus. So 
often we put our busy schedules ahead of Jesus, we put our bills/wants ahead of 
our generosity, and we don’t fully devote our thoughts and hearts to Jesus. When 
we truly focus on stewardship, we should focus on putting Jesus in the forefront of 
EVERY aspect of our lives. 
  When planning your schedule, stop and think: how can I include Jesus this 
week? It could be taking time to come to a church event, or it could using your 
spiritual gifts to do God’s works. When setting a budget or evaluating spending, 
stop and think: what is my monetary focus? We live in a material culture where our 
focus is always on paying the bills and saving for that next big purchase. Are there 
ways we could put our generosity first and our wants last? And even in tough 
times, when we have no time, money, or energy to give, there is always something 
we can give to Jesus: our hearts!  
 Spend time in prayer or devotionals, or spread Jesus’s love to those who 
need it. That is just as great a gift as time or money, and it is a very important part 
of learning to be a generous disciple of Christ. So, as we 
begin to learn more about stewardship this month, think 
about what your pledge will be. Will you clear time in 
your schedule and pledge your time and spiritual gifts? 
Will you evaluate your spending habits in order to pledge 
monetarily? Or will you pledge to be a witness for Jesus 
and share his love and message? No matter which you 
choose, know that you will be developing your generosity 
and taking steps to become better stewards and disciples 
of Christ!   



Second Wednesday Dinner 
Back by popular demand, the youth will be serving a 
delicious Italian dinner (spaghetti with meat or marinara 
sauce, salad, garlic bread, and dessert) for the 2nd 
Wednesday Dinner on September 13.  Please sign up at the 
welcome center by September 10.   The dinner will be a 
freewill offering.  This is an opportunity for you to practice a 
lifestyle of stewardship by showing generosity, learning to 
serve by allowing our students to serve you, and by 
witnessing through them as they prepare for their 2018 
mission trip. 

Just One 
Our annual NOW Kids’ Shopping Days are over, and were a 
great success, as we helped many of our students begin the 
school year well.  Of course, now that we have finished that 
outreach event, we must begin stocking the shelves for 2018. 
 Keep in mind that each month, we invite you to provide “just 
one” item, which is a minimal investment for you, but which 
helps us give students dignity throughout the year.  During 
the month of September, please bring a bottle of shampoo 
(we need a variety of children’s and adult bottles), and place 
it in the donation bin outside the church office.  As always, 
our goal is 250 items per month - if every person who 
attends our worship services donates just one item, we’ll 
reach our goal!  Please note that you get to exercise all four 
areas of stewardship by participating.  



 

SEPTEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

9/1 Allison Reinoehl 
9/4 Madison Utterback 
9/6 Gillian Lewis 
9/7 Charles Young, Mark DeDoming 
9/9 Jack Davis 
9/10 Samantha Davis 
9/11 Shirley Stephens 
9/12 John Poland 
9/17 Jerry Conner, Marge Pfeiffer 
9/18 Ken Truitt 
9/20 Gina Colliflower 
9/21 Matt Parker 
9/22 Jeff Murrell 
9/27 Judith Adams, Gloria Devonshire 
9/28 Lance Seaney 
9/29 Krosby Goebel 

Peg, John, Jeremy, and Greg 
Markello; Ken Martin; Carol Wolf; 
Lois McConnell; Carl and Helen 
Blanton; Judy Wilson Wall; Michael 
Brady; Elaine Siler; Gary Albin; 
Donna Reed; Patty Steele; Marty 
Attaway; Cathy Thomas; The 
women in the Crawford County jail; 
Judson Richardson; Jerry Adkins; 
Richard Youngs; Susan Polgar; Jay 
Holtzhouser; Janna Coonce; 
Jennifer Newlin; Kaye Parrott 
Weger; Jennifer Null; Julie Zhang; 
Bill Thompson; Bob Duzan; Janey 
Branson; Kate Dale; Shirley 
Treadway; Neema Mutayoba; Duke 
Thompson; Mary Kay Jurcin; Jon 
and Laurette Roales; Barb Myers; 
Dan Hatfield; Michael Keene; 
Strength and peace for all who are 
going through cancer treatments; 
John Poland; Dick Drake; Glynn 
Legg; John Larrabee; Myrtle 
Garrard; Larry Nichol; Floyd 
Brinkman Sr; Matt & Mindy Evans; 
Janet & Charley Clark; Bob Berty; 
Allen Summers; Nicole Young; 
Vicki Blankenbaker; Bev Turkal; 
Dorothy Youngs; Vicki Vinson 
Farris; Evan Prahl; Sidney Iubelt; 
Ray Dotson; Students & Teachers; 
Family of Monica Wright; Family of 
Bob Billingsly; Bev Arrington 
Campbell; The Apple family

SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES

9/1 Max & Debbie Tedford 
9/4 Brent & Joyce Owen 
9/7 Ron & Becky Veenstra 
9/10 Larry & Phoung Quick 
9/11 Diane & Darold Crampton 
9/12 Tyler & Kristy Veenstra 
9/20 Greta & Allen Lowry 
9/23 Keith & Kirtina Carter 
9/25 Lawrence & Gina Colliflower 
9/30 Tim & Betty Thompson 

PRAYER CONCERNS



SEPTEMBER 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
6:00 pm
Evening Worship

4
OFFICE 
CLOSED

5
6:00 pm
Disciple IV

6
6:30 am
Refresh 
Wednesday
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club

7
9:30 pm
Disciple IV
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell Rehearsal

8 9

10
8 & 11 am
Chancel Choir
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
2:30 pm
Heritage Health 
service
6:00 pm
Evening Worship 

11 12
6:00 pm
Disciple IV

13
6:30 am
Refresh 
Wednesday
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
5:30 pm
2nd Wednesday 
Dinner

14
9:30 am
Disciple IV
6:00 pm
Foundation
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell Rehearsal

15 16

17
8:00 am
Ladies & Children 
rehearse
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
11:00 am
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal
6:00 pm
Evening Worship

18 19
6:00 pm
Disciple IV

20
6:30 am
Refresh 
Wednesday
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club 
6:00 pm
Committee 
Meetings
7:00 pm
Church Council

21
9:30 am
Disciple IV
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell Rehearsal

22 23

24
8:00 am
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
6:00 pm
Evening Worship

25 26
6:00 pm
Disciple IV

27
6:30 am
Refresh 
Wednesday
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club 

28
9:30 am
Disciple IV
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell Rehearsal 

29 30
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor:  Jay Regennitter

Office Manager:  Kirbie Ackman

Communications Coordinator:  Brennan Seth Tracy

Music Director:  Antje Pippin

Organist/Pianist:  Brenda Graham

Custodian: Amy DeDoming

Nursery Staff:  Jennifer Boatman, Danielle Stuller

fumc@frontier.com

fumcrob@frontier.com

brennansethtracy@gmail.com

antje2959@hotmail.com

doubleg@mediacombb.net
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