
 THE HERALD
L i s t e n i n g  t o  G o d ’ s  H e a r t  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y .
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1 7 5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  
1 8 4 6  -  2 0 2 1  

F I R S T  J O U R N E Y  
D u r i n g  L e n t ,  w e  a r e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  w a y s  t h a t  o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  

h a s  s t e p p e d  o u t  i n  f a i t h ,  n o t  a l w a y s  k n o w i n g  w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  h e l d ,  
b u t  k n o w i n g  t h e  O n e  w h o  h e l d  t h e  f u t u r e .



From the Pastor’s Desk 
In the seven years I have served as your pastor, I have witnessed First UMC step out in 

faith many times.  When I came to town in 2014, we had barely gotten started on 

rebuilding after the fire.  We continued to trust that God would provide as walls and 

ceilings took shape.  You can imagine that, over the course of the last 175 years, the 

building of each facility (3) required us to step out in faith.   

We journeyed together in faith as we reimagined children’s and student ministries for the 

21st century, which have largely been successful in reaching people within our 

congregation, as well as many others in our community.  We journeyed in faith with each 

new branch of the NOW Program’s ministries.  We stepped out in faith to develop 

ministry at the Crawford County Jail as well as the beginning of our Stephen Ministry.   

I recall that it took faith to do a three-year capital campaign to launch Phase II of the 

church’s strategic plan.  The feasibility study suggested we could accomplish all of our 

goals, and now, we are at a place where we’ve purchased and demolished surrounding 

property, paid off our debt, and developed a plan for parking...and here we are, in 2021, 

having arrived at that signpost on our journey.   

When the threat of COVID became a reality, we asked you to step out in faith, living out 

the great command to love God and neighbor in some new ways.  We updated and 

expanded our broadcasting capabilities, and provided new ways for us to remain 

connected in social distancing.  We’re still on that journey together.  I’m reminded, as we 

continue “wandering through the wilderness” this Lent, that the Biblical witness pushes 

us forward on the journey.  Sometimes we can’t see where we’re headed, and we can’t 

always see the end goal, but we know who journeys with us.  Here’s to another 175 years 

of ministry where we step out in faith...our best days are ahead of us! 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Jay



 The Journey Continues 

175 years of history reminds us that United Methodism has long been on the move.  

The Wesleys themselves didn’t travel to the United States until just over 100 years 

before the founding of our congregation.  A study of American history reminds us that 

the Revolutionary War began in 1776, and it wasn’t until the settling of the colonies 

and establishment of the United States that Methodism began to move westward.  

Congregations four hours inland from the Atlantic Coast were founded a mere 12 

years before ours, but Methodism moved quickly.  Think about it:  our congregation was 

founded a mere 70 years after the start of the Revolutionary War. 

We’ve always been on the move.  Our congregation was committed to itineracy of its 

pastors since its beginning, with congregations being parts of a circuit, served by 

traveling preachers like John Leeper and L.C. English.  Our circuit included (even in the 

late 19th century) Palestine, Oak Grove, Hutsonville - a lot of ground to be covered 

each week.  As you might imagine, building projects always required congregations to 

step out in faith.  From the 1866 original building to the 1899 structure, to the 

education wing, numerous parsonages, and our current facility, people gave and 

supported the congregation in its efforts to provide a spiritual home for the 

community. 

Whether in building or ministry, First UMC has stepped out in faith for 175 years.  We 

have seen that in our most recent history as well, when we stepped out in faith to say 

we would remain a downtown congregation; our ministries today reflect that decision.  

As we move forward toward the next 175 years of ministry, we celebrate that God has 

led us thus far on the way; now our journey continues! 



 Care News From Stephen Ministry 

Our church stepped out in faith, and because of that faith became a Stephen Ministry 

Church. 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

-  Galatians 6:2 

The Name: The name Stephen comes from St. Stephen, who was the first layperson 

commissioned by the Apostles to provide caring ministry to those in need (Acts 6). 

Definition of Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministry is a complete system for training and 

organizing laypeople to provide one-to-one Christian care to hurting people in and around the 

congregation.  Stephen Ministers provide care to individuals facing difficult times in life—grief, 

cancer, divorce, financial difficulties, hospitalization, chronic illness, job loss, disability, loneliness, 

a spiritual crisis, or other life struggles. 

The Organization: Stephen Ministries St. Louis is a not-for-profit, transdenominational, religious 

and educational organization founded in 1975. The St. Louis-based staff of 40 provides support 

for ministry in more than 13,000 congregations worldwide. Dr. Haugk serves as Executive 

Director. 

The Stephen Ministry Logo: The logo Stephen Ministry congregations use 

consists of a cross and circle, together with a broken person and a whole 

person. The broken person stands behind the cross, symbolizing the 

brokenness in our lives as a result of our sin. The whole person stands in 

front of the cross because it is through the cross of Jesus that we again are 

made whole. The circle symbolizes both the wholeness we receive through 

Christ and God’s unending love for us. 

Important to Note  

• Stephen Ministers are not counselors. They are trained Christian caregivers. Their role is to 

listen and care—not counsel or advise. Please do not refer to them as counselors.  

• Stephen Ministry is a supervised ministry. Stephen Ministers engage in twice-monthly 

supervision to ensure that they are providing the best-quality Christian care.  

• Stephen Ministry is a confidential ministry. What a care receiver tells a Stephen Minister 

remains confidential. Even in supervision, the names of care receivers and specific details are 

never discussed.  

• Stephen Ministers do not make cold calls. They are assigned only to people who agree to 

receive the care of a Stephen Minister. 

https://www.stephenministries.org/ 



NOW 

Please Join us Wednesday, March 3rd for the NOW Fundraising Soup Supper.  We will 

have a drive - up meal, with free will donations accepted. The menu will be limited to 

four types of soup: chili, turkey and noodles, gumbo and vegetable soup. Please order 

online using this link https://forms.gle/ahoVYuGEG654H2rZ6 or call the office, 

618-544-8016.  

The Just-One Item for March is a package of loose leaf paper. Donations can be made 

outside the church office. 

Sunday Evening Worship 

We are back to our in person worship, Sunday evenings at 6:00 pm. Please use the 

links below to sign up to join us! 

March 7th - https://forms.gle/1R44zELU2bi5aPgf7  

March 14th - https://forms.gle/ZAF7FGHBVthARGW18  

March 21st - https://forms.gle/6nZaXzAccdrZMcaX7  

March 28th - https://forms.gle/ptvEayAzZuHyXszM8  

UMCOR Sunday 

Please Join us Wednesday, March 3rd for the NOW Fundraising Soup Supper.  We will 

have a drive - up meal, with free will donations accepted. The menu will be limited to 

four types of soup: chili, turkey and noodles, gumbo and vegetable soup. Please order 

online using this link https://forms.gle/ahoVYuGEG654H2rZ6 or call the office, 

618-544-8016.  

The Just-One Item for March is a package of loose leaf paper. Donations can be made 

outside the church office.

https://forms.gle/ahoVYuGEG654H2rZ6
https://forms.gle/1R44zELU2bi5aPgf7
https://forms.gle/ZAF7FGHBVthARGW18
https://forms.gle/6nZaXzAccdrZMcaX7
https://forms.gle/ptvEayAzZuHyXszM8
https://forms.gle/ahoVYuGEG654H2rZ6
https://forms.gle/ahoVYuGEG654H2rZ6
https://forms.gle/1R44zELU2bi5aPgf7
https://forms.gle/ZAF7FGHBVthARGW18
https://forms.gle/6nZaXzAccdrZMcaX7
https://forms.gle/ptvEayAzZuHyXszM8
https://forms.gle/ahoVYuGEG654H2rZ6


 

March Birthdays 

3/1  Pat McMillan 

3/4   Allison McGahey, Patty Lycan 

3/7   Susan Rodgers 

3/10  Marcia Schmidlin, Edy Treadway 

3/11  Bernice Kibler, Sandy Roberson,    

  Christopher Dhom 

3/12  Lane Utterback 

3/13  Bill Damron 

3/14  Landry Weck 

3/15  Thelma Gifford 

3/19  Dorothy Fasig 

3/22  Jonathon Murray 

3/23  Joann Stram 

3/24  Walker Nethery 

3/25  Nathan Devonshire, Barbara Bell 

3/29  Nina Davis; Greg Daugherty 

3/30  Tammy Jones, Luke Anderson 

March Anniversaries 

3/15  Jeff & Sherri Murrell 

3/23  Charles & Nancy Young 

Prayer Requests  

Jeremy and Greg Markello; Carol Wolf; Carl 

Blanton; Michael Brady; Cathy Thomas; 

Judson Richardson; Julie Zhang; Bill 

Thompson; Michael Keene; John Larrabee; 

Nicole Young; Evan Prahl; Margie Moore 

McNamara; Richard Youngs; Kay Young; 

Nancy & Charlie Young; Vonnetta Shipman; 

Becky Goodwin; Caius Bell; Ray & Nelda 

Dotson; Kim Collins; Claudette Mejean; Ava 

Seaney; Demmie Long; Emma Bodine; 

Charles Hough; Sheltyn James Henry; Norris 

Adams; Rick Pritchard; Laurie Vaughn; Bill 

Jones; Kay Bonnell; Wally Leggit; Joe 

Schmidlin; Cathy Frakes, Judy Eckert; 

Bernice Kibler; Lisa Schaefer; Shirley 

Wakefield; Matthew Williams; Bob Callier; 

Larry Potts; Patricia Hodgson; Pamela Hart; 

June Watson; Maria Reis; Paul Davis; Kathy 

Kennedy; Roger Pethel; Tina Klender; Paul 

Clinton; Duane Parker; Ruth Fiscus; Max & 

Debbie Tedford; Charlie & Janet Clark; Jan 

Riker; Alan & Joan Summers; Carolyn 

Leggett; Dustin Ikemire; Robin Bray; Greg 

Faylor; Susan Rodgers; Mary Etta Whitmer; 

Melinda Ashby; Elwin Falor; Brad Smith; Floyd 

Brinkman; Barb Coffey; Leah Buser; Kamillah 

Rollins; Cuma Barnett; Matt Schmidlin; 

Dorothy Youngs; Donna Ferry; Gloria 

Devonshire; Tammy Jones; Rachel Tracy; 

Janice Woods  



M a r c h  2 0 2 1
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 
6:45 am 
- High School 

Refresh 
6:30 pm 
- Invitation to 

John (Zoom)

3 
5:00 pm 
- Now Soup 

Supper (Drive-
Up) 

- Foundation 
Meeting

4 
6:45 am 
- Middle School 

Refresh 
8:45 am 
- Invitation to 

John (Zoom) 
4:00 pm 
- NOW 

Weekend 
Bagging

5 6 

7 
9:00 am  
- Worship (Live 

Stream, 
YouTube and 
Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday School 

(Zoom) 
4:30 pm  
- Stephen 

Leaders 
(Zoom) 

6:00 pm 
- Evening 

Worship

8 9 
6:45 am 
- High School 

Refresh 
6:30 pm 
- Invitation to 

John (Zoom)

10 
6:30 pm 
- Stephen 

Ministry 
Supervision 
(Zoom)

11 
6:45 am 
- Middle School 

Refresh 
8:45 am 
- Invitation to 

John (Zoom) 
4:00 pm 
- NOW 

Weekend 
Bagging

12 13

14 
9:00 am  
- Worship (Live 

Stream, 
YouTube and 
Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday School 

(Zoom) 
6:00 pm 
- Evening 

Worship

15 16 
6:45 am 
- High School 

Refresh 
6:30 pm 
- Invitation to 

John (Zoom)

17 
6:00 pm 
- Committee 

Meetings 
(Zoom)  

7:00 pm 
- Church 

Council 
Meeting 
(Zoom)

18 
6:45 am 
- Middle School 

Refresh 
8:45 am 
- Invitation to 

John (Zoom) 
4:00 pm 
- NOW 

Weekend 
Bagging

19 20

21 
9:00 am  
- Worship (Live 

Stream, 
YouTube and 
Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday School 

(Zoom) 
6:00 pm 
- Evening 

Worship

22 23 
6:45 am 
- High School 

Refresh 
6:30 pm 
- Invitation to 

John (Zoom)

24 
6:30 pm 
- Stephen 

Ministry 
Supervision 
(Zoom)

25 
6:45 am 
- Middle School 

Refresh 
8:45 am 
- Invitation to 

John (Zoom) 
4:00 pm 
- NOW 

Weekend 
Bagging

26 27 

28 
9:00 am  
- Worship (Live 

Stream, 
YouTube and 
Radio) 

10:30 am 
- Sunday School 

(Zoom) 
6:00 pm 
- Evening 

Worship

29 30 
6:45 am 
- High School 

Refresh

31 
4:00 pm 
- NOW 

Weekend 
Bagging
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Pastor:  Jay Regennitter

Office Manager:  Kirbie Ackman

Director of Christian Education: Nina Davis

Communications Coordinator:  Brennan Seth Tracy

Music Director:  Antje Pippin

Organist/Pianist:  Brenda Graham

Custodians:  Amy DeDoming, Mark DeDoming

Nursery Staff:  Jennifer Boatman, Danielle Stuller,  
Anita Cohoon 

robinsonfumcpastor@gmail.com

firstumcrob@gmail.com 

nineah3@gmail.com 

brennansethtracy@gmail.com

antje2959@hotmail.com

doubleg@mediacombb.net
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