
First United Methodist Church July 2015

GET CONNECTED 

Look inside for ways that you can get connected to one another at First UMC, get connected with our 
community, and get connected to the larger Church.
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Listening to God’s Heart From the Heart of the City
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I love connections.  And, although I often complain about going to Annual Conference every 
year, I love the longstanding connections I have there.  Pastors and laypersons from churches 
I’ve served or been a part of over the years are there, and we get reconnected.  Those times 
gathered in hallways and around tables nourish my soul.  I relish that part of our Annual 
Conference Session.

You might not know that since 2010, I have been a part of the Annual Conference Sessions 
committee (my term of service ends in 2018).  My role on that committee is to work with 
worship design alongside Bishop Keaton’s office and other committee members.  I have to tell 
you that I loved working on the ordination service this year, being in communication with 
churches of those being ordained, putting together music groups, selecting songs, and seeing 
what God is doing in the greater church.  Throughout the week, I got to interact with worship 
leaders from across our conference, and greatly appreciated each of those encounters.  Every 
time a phone call, an e-mail, or a face-to-face interaction occurred, it gave me hope for what 
God is doing in United Methodist Churches in communities around the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.

Conferencing brings with it both join and pain, and this year was no different.  We heard 
passionate speeches from people connected with our conference camping ministry:  staff; 
members of our conference camp and retreat ministries committee; people who have 
volunteered at campsites; people whose children, grandchildren, or they themselves had a life-
changing encounter with Jesus at camp; those who have never been to a camp; and people 
everywhere in between.  Here’s what I discovered as I listened to those speeches: people care 
about making disciples of Jesus Christ.  And, ultimately, the delegates to annual conference 
voted to close Epworth, Living Springs, and Jensen Woods camp sites; keeping open Little 
Grassy and East Bay camps.  This decision did not come lightly, but will hopefully position our 
conference to have a vibrant and secure camping ministry in future years.

I may moan and groan about the long drive to Peoria, or about having to stay in a hotel, or 
about having to sit in a convention center day after day, or about long hours, but the truth is, I 
love annual conference.  I love the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, and the United 
Methodist Church.  And every year that we gather together, I am reminded that, because we 
are a connectional church, we are better together than we are on our own.  That knowledge 
brings me back to First UMC in Robinson, with more energy and passion to engage us and 
connect us for mission and ministry.

Connecting with you,

Pastor Jay
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Reconnecting the Circle 
Episcopal address:  “We Do Not Lose Heart” was the message Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton 
preached at the Wednesday evening Opening Worship Service, a message which rings true to us as 
we have our new church. Paul’s message to the church in 2 Corinthians 4: 1 – 6 is that “since it is 
through God’s mercy, we have this ministry, we do not lose heart.” No matter what we have done 
or continue to do that does not please or honor God, God has not given up on us. He has 
continued to pursue us even to the extent of giving his Son. And if God has not given up on us 
how can we give up on him? Keaton shared some different stories from around the conference 
about congregations on whom God has not given up. 

Healing the circle: Godly sorrow brings repentance was the 
theme of the 2015 Annual Conference of the Illinois Great 
Rivers. Based on 2 Corinthians 7: 10 “Godly sorrow brings 
repentance that leads to salvation and leaves not regret, but 
worldly sorrow brings death.”  Chapter 7 continues, “See what 
this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what 
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what 
longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At 
every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this 
matter. So even though I wrote to you, it was neither on account 
of the one who did the wrong nor on account of the injured party 
but rather that before God you could see for yourselves how 
devoted to us you are. By all this we are encouraged.” 

Healing the circle does not always mean we have been responsible directly nor indirectly for the 
wrong that has left the circle broken, but before God we need to be devoted to each other as 
United Methodist churches throughout the world. So, if any church is hurting we can be part of 
the healing when we are called to do so.  Conference keynote speakers Rev. Fred Neeake Shaw and 
Rev. Thom White Wolf Fassett educated us so that we can join in the Act of Repentance to heal 
the circle. Many wrongs were perpetrated on the Native Americans in their own land: Papal 
Decree called the Doctrine of Discovery, Articles of Confederation were taken from the Iroquois 
meeting of the Six Nations Territory, The Indian Removal Act leading to The Trail of Tears and 
The Trail of Death, The Allotment Act, forced sterilization of Indian women until 1976. Rev. Shaw 
recalls being taken from his family to be placed in an Indian Boarding School where they were 
beaten if they spoke in native language or adhered to native customs. Data from the past five 
years shows: 25% increase in Indian death by suicide, discipline numbers of Indian children is 
much greater than other people of color. Recent research shows proof that the historical trauma 
of these and other actions are in the Indian DNA. 

According to Shaw, John Wesley’s treatment of Native Americans was the most dignified. The 
United Methodist Women began to commit themselves in 1976 to improve the lives of Native 
women. Opportunities for modern healing include: Emiquon Preserve and National Wildlife 
Refuge, 4 Directions Healing Fdtn., Native American Fellowship in Gifford, Illinois, and 
Dayspring United Methodist Church and Native American Fellowship in East Peoria, Illinois.

-  Janis Daugherty, lay delegate
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Connecting with God, one another, the 
Church, and the community 

First UMC’s youth mission team of eleven youth and five adults just returned from 
Washington DC.  Seven days together found us bonding on long car rides, in Bible 
studies, and as we served side by side.  Bible studies connected us with God.  
Conversations about our experiences connected us to each other.

As we served in a variety of places (Feeding ministry at Capitol Hill UMC; Mid-Atlantic 
Gleaning Network; A Wider Circle; Campus Kitchen; and the Capital Area Food Bank), 
we got to meet other volunteers, homeless persons, clients in need, and other United 
Methodists.  Two of our mission sites were connected to United Methodist facilities.  
On Thursday evening, we met with some area United Methodist pastors and laypersons, 
who shared with us what their congregations were doing to combat hunger, 
homelessness, and poverty.  We stayed in a youth hostel that was housed in a United 
Methodist facility.  Everywhere we went, we saw a United Methodist church, made 
visible by the cross and flame.

We engaged in a variety of mission experiences that connected us to the community.  
We cooked and served brunch for 30 homeless men and women.  We sat with them and 
listened as they told their stories.  We harvested lettuce that will be sent to soup 
kitchens and food pantries around Washington DC and Baltimore that would have 
otherwise gone to waste.  We moved and sorted furniture and household items so that 
people in need would have furnishings for their housing.  We prepared food that would 
be sent to senior centers, soup kitchens, and other locations where feeding ministries 
occur – all with food that would have been sent to the dumpster because it was not 
being used – but had been saved by volunteers.  We packed bags with fresh produce and 
non-perishable items to be sent home with schoolchildren in the DC area, so that they 
would not go hungry over the weekend.  

Don’t you love how serving in mission connects us?  Everywhere we turned, we 
discovered that the saying “the Jesus in me sees the Jesus in you” is true.  What awesome 
and lasting connections we’ve made, and will be forever imprinted in our minds and on 
our hearts.  Somehow, your youth mission team managed to fulfill the great 
commandment:  we loved God with our hearts, souls, minds, and strengths; and we 
loved our neighbors as we loved ourselves.  Thanks for sending us out to make all of 
these connections on behalf of First UMC!

http://chumc.net
http://www.midatlanticgleaningnetwork.org
http://awidercircle.org
http://www.campuskitchens.org
http://www.capitalareafoodbank.org
http://chumc.net
http://www.midatlanticgleaningnetwork.org
http://awidercircle.org
http://www.campuskitchens.org
http://www.capitalareafoodbank.org
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Connect with our Community 
Great things come in small packages, but we at First UMC can really make a big 
impact by connecting with children.  All through July, we’ll continue to feed 
students at City and Washington parks on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
from 10:45 am – noon.  Any child though age 18 can get a free sack lunch!  What 
an awesome way to say to kids “we care about you.”  We care about feeding them; 
we care for them because we’re physically present.  We’ve only been feeding 10-15 
kids so far this summer, but your being there helps them know that they are 
cared for and loved.  So come help us connect with these children and youth; 
you’ll never know what difference you’ll make in their lives – or they in your life!

We’re taking VBS to the streets!  Well, not to the actual streets, but in an effort to connect with our 
NOW students on a spiritual level, VBS is also going to the park!  July 8, 15, 22, 29, and August 5, we will be 
at City Park in the Shriner’s Shelter from 9:00 am-11:00 am.  The usual assortment of VBS activities will 
be happening for kids preschool through 5th grade, including crafts, games, snacks, Bible stories, and 
music.  St. Elizabeth Catholic Church is once again partnering with us for VBS, so we get to connect with 
our ecumenical brothers and sisters in Christ as we serve not just the children in our two churches, but 
the children of the community.  Consider helping us – we need a few more volunteers that can help us 
connect kids with God through Jesus Christ!

Friends, the Spread the Word program supplies Bibles to anyone who needs one. We have been blessed to be able 
to partner with the RHS and LTC Fellowship of Christian Athletes to supply them with Bibles to help these 
students grow in their relationship with God. As the new school year quickly approaches, we are in need of more 
donations. We anticipate 20 new FCA members and would like to offer them Bibles as well. Together let's spread 
the word!

M&Ms and Monicals:  First UMC has a great opportunity to connect with local churches and with the larger 
community.  Those of you who were in worship on June 28 know that our children and youth received M&M 
containers, with M&Ms for them to enjoy, as long as they filled the containers with change and returned them to 
the church.  Those containers will be collected throughout July in the M&M box at the welcome center.  In 
addition to the M&Ms, we will be making available Monicals coupons in the office throughout the month.  The 
coupon is $30, and allows you to get a family pleaser for that price (drinks, salad, pizza), with $15 of your purchase 
going toward Feed My Starving Children.  

Want to help beyond that?  The actual packaging event is September 12 and 13 at Lincoln Trail College.  If you are 
interested in helping, you can sign up after July 10 at fmsc.org/mobilepack.

http://fmsc.org/mobilepack
http://fmsc.org/mobilepack
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July Birthdays 
7/1 Jeanette Berty
7/2 John Markello
7/3 Katie Decker, Dave Freeland,

Jeremy Markello, Sheri McGahey
7/6 Jerry Devonshire
7/7   Jessica Diel
7/10 Jay Regennitter
7/11 Tricia Anderson
7/13 Karen Gordy
7/19 Lea Ann Alberda, Cody Dart
7/20 Barbara Ross
7/21 Lou Bonnell
7/23 Tyler Tedford
7/24 Jon Roales, Annika List
7/27 William Damron, Linda Null
7/29 Chris Freeland, Candace Markello, 

Audra Bell
7/31  Jay Anderson

July Anniversaries 
7/4 Jack & Nina Davis
7/6 Jay & Alice Holtzhouser
7/7 Gary & Janelle Oxford
7/17 David & Sheri McGahey
7/19 Tony & Michelle Graham
7/21 Rich & Leavone Johnson
7/27 Jerry & Gloria Devonshire

2nd Wednesday 
Please note that there will be no 2nd Wednesday 
dinner during the month of July.  We’ll resume the 
2nd Wednesday dinner in August.

Prayer Requests 

Please pray for the following persons:

Charlie Clark; Bev Harness; Donita 
Holmes; Jerry Phillipe; Vicki Lewis; 
Debbie Doom;Harold & Bernie Limper; 
Margie Moore McNamara; Sam Mitchell; 
Taya Harmon; Jim Currie; Greta Rich; 
Eleanor Laswell; Peg, John, Jeremy, and 
Greg Markello; Ruth Rice; Nora Busby; 
Ashley Reed; Dee Dee Trout; Erma Baum; 
Tom Carrow; Deb Goff; Carolyn Enlow 
Nickum; Lucille Hedges; Jay Holtzhouser; 
Ken Martin; Jennifer Null; Donald Boehm; 
Waneta McCann; Tom Willey; Kathy 
Allen; Patti ‘Quick’ Salee

If you have any prayer requests, please 
contact Shirley Treadway at 
gwtsea@hotmail.com, so that the request 
can be shared with the prayer chain.

Simple 
connections 

Please know that Pastor Jay is usually in 
the office all day Monday through 
Thursday, but is on Sabbath Friday and 
Saturday.  You can always reach him by e-
mail at fumc@frontier.com, or by cell 
phone at 309-235-2697.  There is not a 
parsonage phone.  However, please try the 
church first before you call his cell phone, 
in case he is there.  Also, please note that if 
you wish to send e-mail to Anita, her e-
mail is fumcrob@frontier.com.

Connect with One Another

mailto:gwtsea@hotmail.com
mailto:fumc@frontier.com
mailto:fumcrob@frontier.com
mailto:gwtsea@hotmail.com
mailto:fumc@frontier.com
mailto:fumcrob@frontier.com


First United Methodist Church July 2015

The Herald �7



First United Methodist Church July 2015

July 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

2
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

3 4

5
9:00 am 
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School

6
9:30 am 
Chrismon 
Ladies

7
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

8
9:00 am 
VBS
10:45 am 
NOW lunches
5:00 pm 
Worship 

9
10:45 am 
NOW lunches
6:00 pm 
Jail ministry

10 11

12
9:00 am 
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School
2:30 pm 
Worship at 
Heritage 
Health

13
9:30 am
Chrismon 
Ladies

14
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

15
9:00 am 
VBS
10:45 am 
NOW lunches
5:00 pm 
Lay leadership

16
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

17 18

19
9:00 am 
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School

20
9:30 am
Chrismon 
Ladies

21
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

22
9:00 am 
VBS
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

23
10:45 am 
NOW lunches
6:00 pm 
Jail ministry

24 25

26
9:00 am 
Worship
10:15 am 
Sunday School

27
9:00 am 
District 
pastor 
consultations 
in building
9:30 am 
Chrismon 
Ladies

28
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

29
9:00 am 
VBS
10:45 am 
NOW lunches
5:30 pm
Trustees

30
10:45 am 
NOW lunches

31
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First United Methodist Church 
201 West Walnut Street 
PO Box 45 
Robinson, IL  62454 
fumcrob@frontier.com
www.robinsonfumc.org
618-544-8016 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First United Methodist Church 

Pastor:  Jay Regennitter fumc@frontier.com

Office Manager:  Anita Kocher        fumcrob@frontier.com

Communications Coordinator:  Brennan Tracy          brennansethtracy@gmail.com

Music Director:  Antje Pippin      antje2959@hotmail.com

Organist/Pianist:  Brenda Graham doubleg@mediacombb.net

Custodian:  Scott Long

Nursery Staff:  Tara Wever
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