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AS WE MOVE INTO LENT, IT IS A

GOOD TIME TO REMIND OURSELVES

TO FOLLOW IN JESUS’ FOOTSTEPS

LISTENING TO GOD’S HEART FROM THE HEART OF THE CITY



You should be receiving this newsletter right around March 1, the first day of the 
season of Lent.  Ash Wednesday falls late this year, but no matter the calendar 
date, Lent is always a good time for us to think about what it means to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. 

The Greek translation of the word “disciple” means “learner.”  When I think about 
discipleship, it’s not simply about knowledge, but about a new way of being.  
Every time I open up the gospels, Jesus is inviting people to follow and learn a 
new way of life.   

During the season of Lent, we’re going to be exploring the gospel of Matthew.  
The passages we use as the basis for worship paint some of the broad strokes to 
give you a picture of what following in the footsteps of Jesus looks like.  I hope 
that you’ve already picked up, or will pick up a copy of the Lenten devotional that 
has been written by members of our congregation.  Kirbie tells me that the 
devotions are the best yet!  Each day during Lent, you can read a passage of 
Scripture from Matthew’s gospel, read a short devotion and pray.  These same 
devotions will be coming out over e-mail each day as well (contact the church 
office if you’d like to be added to the e-mail list), and will also be shared on social 
media.     

Following in the footsteps of Jesus isn’t easy.  Sometimes Jesus confronts us with 
some of the very things we like least about ourselves.  Sometimes Jesus asks us to 
do difficult things, like turning the other cheek or forgiving our enemies.  
Following Jesus isn’t going to take us on a path to stardom and fame, or bring us 
any of the riches of this world.  Rather, following Jesus will take us closer to God, 
stretch our faith, and lead us to the foot of the cross. 

Make certain that you look through the pages of this month’s newsletter to find 
opportunities that are available to help you follow in the footsteps of Jesus.  I am 
excited to be on the journey with you! 

See you in worship! 

F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R ’ S  D E S K

PASTOR JAY



 

FOLLOWING IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS

2ND  
WEDNESDAY DINNER 

The parable of the Great 
B a n q u e t ( M a t t h e w 
22:1-10) reminds us that 
all are welcome at the 
banquet table.  Our 2nd 
Wednesday Dinner this 
month is on Wednesday, 
March 8, at 5:30 pm.  Lori 
W i l l i a m s o n w i l l b e 
catering this month’s 
m e a l ( m e n u t o b e 
determined), and you’re 
all invited.  The cost is $8 
for adults and $3 for 
children under the age of 
10.  We ask that you make 
a reservat ion at the 
w e l c o m e c e n t e r b y 
Sunday, March 5.  And, in 
the spirit of following 
J e s u s ’ t e a c h i n g , w e 
encourage you to invite 
someone new to come 
with you to dinner, and 
pay for their meal.   

NOW  
FUNDRAISER  

Do you like Pampered 
Chef?  One of our local 
consultants is hosting a 
Pampered Chef party at 
the church this Thursday, 
March 2, at 6:30 pm.  
You’ll want to come to the 
parlor, try some new 
recipes, and see some of 
the best products that are 
out there – plus, you’ll be 
supporting the NOW 
Pro g r a m , w h i c h w i l l 
receive some of the 
proceeds from the event. 



HEADING TO JAIL 

One of the teachings of Jesus 
regarding the judgment of nations 
has to do with Matthew 25:31-46.  If 
you read that closely, it reminds us 
that there are many things that we 
are supposed to do – and that when 
we do them, we do them to Jesus.  
The reverse is also true.  If we read 
through the list – feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, visiting the sick, 
we do a pretty good job with those 
things.  But visiting those in prison?   

The jail ministry ladies invite you to 
partner with them during this season 
of Lent.  We want to send cards of 
encouragement to the women who 
are in the Crawford County Jail, as 
well as those who have gone to 
prison or are in a rehabilitation 
facility.  We have their contact 
information, and we have cards:  all 
you have to do is write a note on 
behalf of the church, and drop it by 
the church office – we’ll even put the 
stamp and return address on for you.  
Each of us can help strengthen this 
ministry by doing something so 
simple – and it also encourages those 
who do physically go to the jail, 
knowing that you walk beside them. 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
FUNDRAISER 

Matthew concludes his gospel with a 
commission from Jesus:  “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded 
you.” (Matthew 28:19-20a)  We’re 
fortunate that about a dozen youth 
and seven adults will be traveling to 
the Quad Cities this summer, and 
they’ll be living out that commission 
from Jesus.  They’ll be doing a variety 
of work, including teaching children 
about Jesus.  We need you to help 
support them as they carry out this 
commission on your behalf. 

During the first three Sundays of 
March, the youth will be selling 
Butter Braids, pizzas, and cookie 
dough.  When they ask you if you will 
buy products from them, say yes!  
Money is due at the time you order, 
and checks can be made payable to 
“First UMC”, with “Youth Fundraiser” 
in the memo.  Thanks for helping 
these folks who will serve on your 
behalf. 



 JUST ONE 

Matthew 6:25 says “There fore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.”  These 
are basic things, and most of us aren’t worried about our next meal, or 
clothing, or any other basic need.  For some of the children in our school 
district, though, they struggle to have food, or clothing, or hygiene items.  
Through the NOW Program, we help to meet those needs.   

This month, in preparation for our Kids’ Shopping Day in August, we are 
inviting you to bring a package of glue sticks – any amount in the package (2, 
3, 6, 8) is fine!  Please bring your donations and place them in the “Just One” 
box outside the church office.  Remember that the one item you bring each 
month helps that child not worry about these basic provisions. 

SCOUT NEWS:  

Scout Sunday Troop #901 was once again a great 
success and a fun time for all. This year we had 26 
participating scouts, 17 adult helpers and 1 special girl 

scout. We always appreciate this opportunity of 
fellowship with our charter church family.



 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
3/1 Pat McMillan 
3/4  Allison McGahey, Stephanie Correll,  
 Patty Lycan 
3/5  Joe Cooper 
3/7 Susan Rodgers 
3/8  Beth Johnson 
3/10  Marcia Schmidlin, Chad Veenstra,  
 Edy Treadway 
3/11  Berenice Kibler, Sandy Roberson 
3/12  Lane Utterback 
3/13  Bill Damron 
3/15  Thelma Gifford 
3/19  Dorothy Fasig 
3/22  Jonathon Murray, Jerry Lee Crozier Jr 
3/23 David Correll, Joann Stram,  
 Julie Thomas 
3/25  Nathan Devonshire, Barbara Bell 
3/29  Nina Davis 
3/30  Mark Correll, Tammy Jones,  
 Luke Anderson 

PEG, JOHN, JEREMY, AND GREG 
MARKELLO; KEN MARTIN; CAROL 
WOLF; LOIS MCCONNELL; CARL AND 
HELEN BLANTON; JUDY WILSON 
WALL; MARILYN MUSGRAVE; 
MICHAEL BRADY; ELAINE SILER; 
GARY ALBIN; DONNA REED; MIKE 
RICHARDS; CHARLEY CLARK; NEEMA 
MUTAYOBA; PATTY STEELE; 
JACKSON BARRY; MIKE RICHARDS; 
MARTY ATTAWAY; CATHY THOMAS; 
THE WOMEN IN THE CRAWFORD 
COUNTY JAIL; JUDSON RICHARDSON; 
JERRY ADKINS; RICHARD YOUNGS; 
SUSAN POLGAR; SHIRLEY ALLISON; 
JAY HOLTZHOUSER; JANNA COONCE; 
CAROLYN VANWAY; JENNIFER 
NEWLIN; JEAN ARRINGTON; JERRY & 
MARY CORRELL; TOM CRAVENS; 
KAYE PARROTT WEGER; DALE 
REGENNITTER; BOB LASWELL; 
JENNIFER NULL; JULIE ZHANG; BILL 
THOMPSON; BOB DUZAN; SEAN & 
SHARA KEEN; JANEY BRANSON; 
KATE DALE; SHIRLEY TREADWAY; 
CHANCE & BRANTLEY MOORE & 
FAMILY

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
3/23 Charles & Nancy Young 

PRAYER CONCERNS



MARCH 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:30 am
Youth Breakfast/
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club
7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday 
Service at 
Otterbein

2
9:30 am
Disciple III
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell rehearsal
6:30 pm
NOW Pampered 
Chef Fundraiser

3 4

5
8:00 am
Handbell rehearsal
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Confirmation 
Session
11:00 am
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal
4:00 pm
Lenten Bible Study

6 7
6:00 pm
Disciple III

8
6:30 am
Youth Breakfast/
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club
5:30 pm
2nd Wednesday 
Dinner

9
9:30 am
Disciple III
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell rehearsal

10 11

12
8 & 11 am
Chancel Choir 
rehearsal
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
4:00 pm
Lenten Bible Study
6:00 pm
Worship

13 14
6:00 pm
Disciple III

15
6:30 am
Youth Breakfast/
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club 
6:00 pm
All committee 
meetings
7:00 pm
Church Council 
meeting

16
9:30 am
Disciple III
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell rehearsal

17
4:00 pm
Confirmation 
students and 
mentors depart 
church for retreat

18

19
8:00 am
Handbell rehearsal
8:15 am
Praise Kids 
rehearsal
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Confirmation 
Session
11:00 am 
Chancel Choir 
rehearsal
4:00 pm
Lenten Bible Study

20 21
6:00 pm
Disciple III

22
6:30 am
Youth Breakfast/
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club

23
9:30 am
Disciple III
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell rehearsal

24 25

26
8 & 11 am
Chancel Choir 
rehearsal
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
4:00 pm
Lenten Bible Study

27 28
6:00 pm
Disciple III

29
6:30 am
Youth Breakfast/
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club
7:30 pm
FCA Huddle 
Meeting

30
9:30 am
Disciple III
4:30 pm
NOW Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Handbell rehearsal

31
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor:  Jay Regennitter

Office Manager:  Kirbie Ackman

Communications Coordinator:  Brennan Seth Tracy

Music Director:  Antje Pippin

Organist/Pianist:  Brenda Graham

Custodian: Harold Guyer

Nursery Staff:  Jennifer Boatman, Danielle Stuller
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