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From the Pastor’s Desk
Every year, when stewardship rolls around, we sing “Give Thanks” as a doxology.  While it may seem cliché to 

talk about being thankful during a month when we’re about to eat our fill of rich food and say “Thank You” to 

God, thanking God is something we should be doing all of the time.  That said, here are some things that I’d 

like to give thanks for during this season: 

• I’m grateful to have a home to live in, and especially grateful to the trustees for installing the first new 

kitchen in 57 years! 

• I’m thankful that I get to lead a congregation that has an amazing staff, and has such a heart for serving 

this community. 

• I’m grateful to be halfway done with my Doctor of Ministry degree, with a 4.0 GPA, and for your support as I 

balance pastoral ministry with teaching and learning. 

• I’m thankful for opportunities to teach the Bible and help people understand theology in our Sunday school 

classes and Bible studies. 

• I’m grateful for vibrant worship with beautiful music, and for the opportunity to proclaim God’s word week 

after week. 

• I’m thankful that First UMC sees it as a priority for their pastor to be involved and engaged in the 

community. 

• I’m grateful for good neighbors who genuinely care for one another. 

• I’m thankful for decent health, deep friendships, and my family. 

What sorts of things would you put on your list?  What makes your heart grateful in your life?  In this church?  

I’d love to hear those things from you. 

Meister Eckhart said “If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough.”  I think 

that’s true.  We need to say “thank you” with heart and frequency.  There are also many other ways to say 

“thanks” without using words.  As you read through the pages of this newsletter, consider some of the great 

ways that you can offer your thanks to God:  make a NOW Program Christmas bag; bring cupcakes for the 

Christmas magic festival; buy a pie to support the next student mission trip; help decorate the church for 

Hanging of the Greens; provide a canned good for Ark of the Covenant, or so much more.   

Finally, thank you!  It’s such a privilege to serve as your pastor.  God has great things in store for our ministry 

together! 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Jay



 
Give Thanks for our Students - with Pie! 

Our student ministry is bringing back their 

Thanksgiving Pie fundraiser this year for 

their 2020 mission trip.  You can sign up to 

purchase your choice of pie (pumpkin, 

apple, or pecan) for $20.  This year, the 

middle school students will be making pies 

as part of their lock-in experience, so all 

pies will be made and frozen on November 

10, and you will be able to pick them up 

between November 11 and 27.  Enjoy 

some delicious pie at your Thanksgiving 

dinner, and know that you’re paying it 

forward to those who are serving on your 

behalf in mission. 

Celebrate God’s Blessings 
 as a Congregation 

There’s no better way to celebrate God’s 

blessings than around the dinner table!  

Join us for 2nd Wednesday Dinner on 

November 13, at 5:30 pm.  We’re asking 

that you sign up to help with the dinner - 

volunteering to cook a turkey or ham 

(provided), or to help with set-up or clean 

up - and to bring a side dish to share.  Many 

hands will make light work!  You can sign up 

for this celebration at the nametag area. 

NOW Christmas Bags  

On Sunday, November 24th the NOW 

Christmas tree will be back! The tree will be 

decorated with several drawstring bags, 

one for each of our students. Attached to 

the bag will be a list of suggested items for 

you to fill the bag with and it will also 

indicate the gender and age range of the 

student that the bag is intended for. Grab a 

bag and fill it with gifts that will bring a little 

extra joy to one of our NOW students this 

Christmas. We ask that you please keep to 

a $15-$20 limit. Also, the bags need to be 

returned to Kirbie by Monday, December 

16th. The stylists at Hello Gorgeous will 

also be collecting items for the Christmas 

bags, so if you know anyone that would like 

to donate there will be a decorated tote 

inside their shop!  

Give Thanks by Giving Back! 

There is a sign up in the Narthex for anyone 

that would like to be an usher, liturgist or 

greeter for our Sunday morning worship 

services in 2020.  If you’re currently 

serving, we will assume that you will 

continue to serve, unless you tell Kirbie 

(firstumcrob@gmail.com).  Questions 

about what ushers, liturgists, or greeters 

do?  Ask Pastor Jay or one of those who 

currently serve in those positions, and they 

will gladly help you!  These are wonderful 

opportunities to thank God by serving in 

worship.



 
Sharing Jesus is a Sign of Thankfulness! 

Once again, we’ll be hosting a booth at the 

Christmas Magic festival on Friday, 

November 22.  We are looking for 

donations of unfrosted cupcakes, as well 

as tubs of frosting to use at the booth.  We 

are also in need of volunteers who would be 

willing to share the love of Jesus by 

staffing our booth that evening.  Please 

sign up at the nametag table if you can 

help! 

Preparation is Key to Thanksgiving! 

Just as you have to do some prep work in 

order to have a great meal at Thanksgiving, 

the church has to prepare for some things 

that are coming up - and one of them is the 

season of Advent.  On Sunday, November 

24, we will have a light lunch at 11:30 am 

(soup and sandwiches - please sign up at 

the nametag table to bring something), and 

following lunch, we will decorate the church 

for Advent.  Please help make sure that 

everyone gets to participate by waiting to 

decorate until after lunch (this also allows 

everyone to attend Sunday school).   

Middle School Lock-in 

We’re grateful for a growing middle school 

group of students, and we’re going to 

celebrate with a lock-in.  Students can 

arrive after 7:00 pm on Sunday, November 

10.   We’ll have food, games, prepare pies 

for the Thanksgiving fundraiser, watch 

movies, and maybe even sleep!  Parents 

can pick up their students at 8:00 am on 

November 11 (don’t worry, it’s Veterans’ 

Day, so there’s no school).  We will need to 

have a Refresh form on file for students 

who attend, but you can find them on our 

website at https://www.robinsonfumc.org/

youth.   

Friends, we could use a couple of 

chaperones to help Nina and Pastor Jay.  

Please contact them if you’d be willing to 

help Sunday evening, Monday morning, or 

even overnight. 

Food in Abundance 

We all have more food than we need, and 

we have an opportunity to share in that 

abundance.  Ark of the Covenant Soup 

Kitchen has asked us to have a canned 

food (#10 commercial-can sizes) drive 

during the month of November.  Simply 

bring your large cans to the church anytime 

this month and set them by the 

grandfather clock in the narthex.   



 
Care News From Stephen Ministry 

October was a productive month for Stephen Ministry.  Pastor Jay taught Module 6 in two 

sessions.  Both were entitled  “Assertiveness:  Relating Gently and Firmly”.   The parsonage 

was the site for the first session, and the team met at the church for the second.  The 

Stephen Ministers and Leaders were kept busy reading chapters in Speaking the Truth in 

Love.  Additional “homework” was assigned including affirmation statements for fellow 

ministers and leaders. 

The next two teaching modules are scheduled for November:  “Maintaining Boundaries in 

Caregiving” and “Crisis Theory and Practice:  Danger versus Opportunity”.   By the end of 

November, the Stephen Ministers and Leaders will have covered almost half of the training 

modules.  Their dedication to our church’s ministry continues to be inspiring. 

P.S.  Speaking the Truth in Love is not just reserved for Stephen Ministers.  Many people find 

it a valuable book to read for their own personal development and spiritual growth.   



Prayer Requests 

John, Jeremy, and Greg Markello; Carol 

Wolf; Carl and Helen Blanton; Michael 

Brady; Patty Steele; Cathy Thomas; 

Judson Richardson; Jennifer Newlin; 

Julie Zhang; Bill Thompson; Michael 

Keene; John Larrabee; Nicole Young; 

Evan Prahl; Margie Moore McNamara; 

Richard Youngs; Kay Young; Joan Fulling; 

Nancy & Charlie Young; Tim Roth; Fred 

White; Vonnetta Shipman; Becky 

Goodwin; Caius Bell; Ray & Nelda 

Dotson; Kim Collins; Claudette Mejean; 

Ava Seaney; Demmie Long; Jaycie 

Hoagland; Emma Bodine; Charles 

Hough; Charley Clark; Sheltyn James 

Henry; Coleen Roach; Layton Roy; 

Susan Rodgers; Norris Adams; Rick 

Pritchard; Helen Larrabee; Diane 

Crampton; Chris Blair; Laurie Vaughn; 

Bill Jones; McKenzie Fields; Kay Bonnell; 

Rhonda Murphy;  Wally Leggit; Joe 

Schmidlin; Cathy Frakes, Brent Owen, 

Maxine Rodgers; Tambryn LaCorte; Tim 

& Ann Wade, Debbie Nichols; Judy 

Eckert; Bernice Kibler; Wally Treadway; 

Lisa Schaefer; Shirley Wakefield; Derek 

Lewis; Cindy Beard; Matthew Williams; 

Family of Gary Williamson

November Birthdays 

11/1  Jaxon Ackman 

11/2   Erin Thompson 

11/3   Diane Crampton 

11/5   Gary Rodgers,  

  Zachary Hays 

11/7   Debbie Tedford;  

  Liam Midgett,  

  Vivienne Midgett 

11/8   Stephanie Schmidlin 

11/9   James McGahey 

11/10  Megan Haber 

11/14  Danielle Thompson 

11/18  Elmer Harness,  

  Betty Jean Malcolm,  

  Max Tedford 

11/20  Jennifer Murray, Bob Bell,  

  Lainey Aydt, Brenna Aydt,   

  Laura Dhom 

11/24  Chris Midgett 

11/27  Bob Hutchens 

11/28  Greta Lowry 

11/30  Leonard Goff 

November Anniversaries 

11/4   Stacie & Pat McMillan 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 1
OFFICE CLOSED

2

3
8 & 11 am
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
6:00 pm
Evening Worship 

4
5:30 pm 
Couples Small Group

5
11:00 am
MATS
6:00 pm
Christian Believer 

6
6:30 am
Refresh Breakfast & 
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club

7
9:30 am
Christian Believer
4:00 pm
NOW Weekend 
Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:30 pm
Glory Handbell 
Rehearsal

8 9

10
Thanksgiving Pie 
Orders Due

8 & 11 am
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
6:00 pm
Evening Worship 
7:00 pm
Middle School Lock-
In

11
5:30 pm 
Couples Small Group

12
11:00 am
MATS
6:00 pm
Christian Believer 

13
6:30 am
Refresh Breakfast & 
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club
4:00 pm
NOW Weekend 
Bagging
5:30 pm
Second Wednesday 
Dinner
6:30 pm
Stephen Ministry 
Training 

14
9:30 am
Christian Believer
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry

15 16

17
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
6:00 pm
Evening Worship

18
5:30 pm 
Couples Small Group

19
11:00 am
MATS
6:00 pm
Christian Believer 

20
6:30 am
Refresh Breakfast & 
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club
6:00 pm
Committee Meetings
7:00 pm
Church Council 
Meeting

21
9:30 am
Christian Believer
4:00 pm
NOW Weekend 
Bagging
6:00 pm 
Jail Ministry
6:00 pm
Glory Handbell 
Rehearsal

22
4:30 pm
Christmas Magic 
Festival 

23
6:00 pm
Christmas Magic 
Parade

24
9:00 am 
Worship
10:00 am
Sunday School
11:30 am
Fellowship Lunch
12:00 pm
Hanging of the 
Greens
6:00 pm
Evening Worship

25
5:30 pm 
Couples Small Group

26
11:00 am
MATS
4:00 pm
NOW Weekend 
Bagging

27
6:30 am
Refresh Breakfast & 
Bible Study
3:00 pm
Kids’ Club

28
OFFICE CLOSED

29
OFFICE CLOSED

30
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor:  Jay Regennitter

Office Manager:  Kirbie Ackman

Director of Christian Education: Nina Davis

Communications Coordinator:  Brennan Seth Tracy

Music Director:  Antje Pippin

Organist/Pianist:  Brenda Graham

Custodians: Amy DeDoming, Mark DeDoming

Nursery Staff:  Jennifer Boatman, Danielle Stuller, 
Tiffany Beard, Anita Cohoon 

robinsonfumcpastor@gmail.com

firstumcrob@gmail.com 

nineah3@gmail.com 

brennansethtracy@gmail.com

antje2959@hotmail.com

doubleg@mediacombb.net
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